IN THE QARA MOUNTAINS

from the stain of indigo, was bare, as also were his legs and
feet, and he was bareheaded except for a narrow mahjif, a
slender thong of plaited leather coiled nine times round his
head, and worn like an Arab aqal.

*Het hi Khar?' said a slave who knew the greeting in the
Shahari tongue.

The wild man spoke little, but eyed me wonderingly.

'Hurl Weled an nas (Free - a son of the free) meaning
I was not of slave stock.

'That's a kafir (infidel), is it not?'

'Hashak! he's the Wazir of your Sultan.'

I laughingly asked the man, who said he was of the
Qara tribe, whether he would sell me the beans he carried
in his anit,1 i.e. leather satchel, as he appeared to be on
his way to Rizat to sell them.

'How much ?'

<A dollar.'

lie sniffed, as do all these people, to mean yes, and I
took the beans that I did not want, and in so doing dis-
tracted attention from religious issues* For the rest of the
day he conducted me up the wadi bed to the source of the
brook, where I collected a bountiful harvest of dragon-
flies, butterflies and lizards.

From a cave at the base of a lofty amphitheatre of
forested hill-slopes gushed the stream into a wide pool
masked by a fringe of reeds, man-high. Under the shadow
of some giant overhanging trees I sat down on the edge
and watched the tiny fish darting about in shoals, while
one of my slaves paddled up and down vainly trying to

1 This is a feature of the mountain dress, A leather bag, with shoulder
straps, hangs close under the armpit. The variety used for carrying money
and clothes is called haban. The emit is used only for food, dates and water.
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